Leaky buildings: where the parties stand
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The questions of liability and compensation for owners
of leaky homes head the list of concerns raised
by parties outside the Government.
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LABOUR - -
Rejected a full independent inquiry because
it would take too long. Instead, it asked the
government administration select committee
to inquire into the concerns raised in the
Building Industry Authority report. Its terms
of reference include looking at the level of
detail about weathertighiness provided with
building consent applications, the inspection
regime, the split responsibility of building
certifiers and territorial authorities, the
decline in building industry skills and any
other matters. The Government does not
believe it is liable and says it should not have to
pay compensation. It has advised affected
homeowners to pursue the matter through the
Courts,

NATIONAL

Has called for a full, independent inquiry. If
it cannot get that, National believes the terms
of reference for the select committee inquiry
should be broadened to include questions
about liability and health. It also wants the
select committee to hold hearings in Auckland,
where most affected homeowners live,
National has suggested setting up a fast-track
dispute resolution panel whose findings would
be binding on both parties to avoid costly, time-
consuming court cases,

NEW ZEALAND FIRST

Believes the problem is of such a magnitude
that only a full independent inquiry can
resolve it. NZ First believes the terms of
reference for the inquiry must be specific
encugh to allow the process to be thorough but
speedy. The party believes a full inquiry would
take only six months if the terms of reference
were specific enough.

ACT

Had asked the commerce select committee
to hold an inquiry, but the Government opted
for the government administration committee.
Act believes a full public inquiry would be too
expensive and time-consuming. A select com-
mittee hearing would have the power to
require ministers to front up and could start
immediately. Act would like to see the
committee specifically address the issue of
compensation.
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GREENS

support the need for an ingquiry but agree
with the Government that a Royal Com-
mission would take far too long. The perty
questions whether the government adminis-
tration committee should carry out the
Inquiry, because it has only five members from
Labour and National. It suggests a special
committes with representatives from all politi- .
cal parties. The terms of reference need to be
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