By CHRIS SCHULZ

Researchers at Mas-
sey University's Albany
campus have discov-
ered a new way to cure
damp houses during
winter.

Lecturers and stu-
dents have tested a
new ventilation system
— called a domestic
trickle ventilator — in
damp houses in the
Manawatu and Wan-
ganui area.

Mas.sey University
Institute of Technology
and Engineering senior
lecturer Robyn Phipps,
lecturer Mane Fleming
and honours student
Hayden Kennedy dis-
covered the system in-
creased air circulation,
and reduced humidity
and mould in 15 houses
over eight weeks last
winter.

A small fan takes air
I'rom the warmer and
dr.er roof space area of
a house and filters it
into ~he living areas. It

parti.illy pressurises
the house, forcing out
damp air.

Ms Phipps says up to
15 per cent of the popu-
lation is allergic to
moulds, so there are
huge benefits in reduc-
ing dampness in
houses.

"The study partici-
pants said they felt bet-
ter living 'in ther
houses after the venti-
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Ventilation system
stamps out damp

stalled,” she says.
Occupants  experi-

enced fewer headaches

and less sneezing and

eyeirritation.
Ms Fleming says
fungi counts Increase

during winter because
of the condensation
anddampness.
"Winter's lower air
temperatures make the
water condense on cold
surfaces such as win-

dows, uninsulated
walls and ceilings,
where it causes prob-
lems," she says.

Ms Fleming says

houses can have up to
70 litres of water per
day in the inside air
during winter. Causes
include breathing,
baths and showers, un-
flued gas heaters and
clothes driers.

Houses with inad-
equate sealing between
the ground and the
floor can aso have
mould problems.

The researchers say
they are now going to
do an expanded study
which taxes into ac-
count house building
and insulation.



